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This book by America's preeminent canoeing author combines evocative wilderness writing with

nuts-and-bolts coverage of all practical aspects of canoe tripping. Alan Kesselheim uses the lessons

he's learned first-hand over thousands of miles of wilderness paddling to create a context for

conveying everything a new or experienced paddler can expect to encounter, on any type of water.

Kesselheim's unsurpassed expertiseÂ­Â­gained by paddling under every condition

imaginableÂ­Â­speaks clearly to readers looking to acquaint themselves with the essentials of

traveling by canoe. Helpful sidebars, interspersed throughout the book, provide step-by-step

instructions on all critical considerations, such as how to plan, pack, equip, and modify a canoe for

weekend or extended trips. The Wilderness Paddler's Handbook is surely a classic-in-the-making

and must-reading for serious canoeists and outdoor book enthusiasts alike.
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While not as extensive as Cliff Jacobson's book on expedition canoeing, its main advantage is that

it makes wilderness canoeing seem less a daunting and complicated task, but more an exciting

possibility (with some careful planning, of course). In addition it gives clear advice on aspects from

planning the trip, who to take in the group, and family trips. The text is interesting to read with both

funny and not-so-funny anecdotes. More often than not I turn to this book in my hours of despair

when my the planning just gets too much. Life can be too complicated (and gimicky) sometimes. Not

so with this book.



This is the best canoeing book I own. Here's why:1) The book is full of great advice for both the

beginner and advanced paddler, including DIY projects that are really innovative (canoe spray deck,

solo saddle, etc). There are tons of ideas on how to make the trips more efficient and easier (this

book convinced me to start dehydrating my own meals - haven't looked back since)!2) The book's

writing style is straightforward and non-intimidating.3) There are anecdotes throughout the book that

really immerse you in Alan's wilderness experiences, and serve as an inspiration for future

trips.Awesome book. I bought it four years ago, and read it about 4-5 times since. I've learned

something new each time.
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